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"The Germination of Bony Fibres, after any Peccant

Matter has defiroy’d fome of them, and relaxt others,
is no more {urprifing, than the Flethy Inequalities we
commonly mect with in hellow Uleers, of the foft-
er Parts, as in the Membranes, Mulfcles, Glands, &,
Befides the Tnequalities on the Surfaces of Bones thus
affected, and their being very much diftended, I have
frequently feen divers- large holes in them ; (befides
thofe for the Tranfic of the Blood-Veflels) fome of
which have paft quite through them : The like has
been obferved in both Tables of the Skull, as M, Dupre
has taken notice, where part of the Bone has been dif-
folved into an ZJchorous Martter, which fometimes has
happened, and the External Teguments not been injured;
of both thefe Cales 1 have mentioned Examples in the
93d Table, andin my Introduttion to the Anatomy of
Humane Bodies lately publithed.

VII. 4z dnatomical Account of a Child’s Head,
Born without a Brain in O&ober laft, 1695.
By Monf. Buffiere.

A French Woman living at Daung-bill , of a good
Complexion, and in perfe¢t Health during all the
time of her being with Child, was then brought to Bed
of a Boy, as big and tall as a Child can be in that
Age, well fhap'd in his Body, and Limbs very f{ound,
without the leaft mark of Corruption, except that
his Eyes did look as if they had been p'aced at the
top of the Forehead ; the Skull was unequal , the skin

whercof,
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whereof, though full of Hair, wasa little redder than
the reft of the Body.

The Midwife faid, the Child came alive out of
the @terus ; but tho’ we cannot truft fuch Report, yer,
t's certain, the Mother affureth, that fhe felt him ftir-
ring very often, Uut chicfly an Hour before the was ta-
ker il for her Delivery , he was fo troublefome to her
by his Mction, that the could find no eafe and quiet,
bur by her Husbands keeping his Hands faft upon her
Belly, who afficineth he felt plainly the Child’s motions;
and indecd the good Condition of this Child’s Body, is
methinks, fu(ficient enough to prove, that he was alive
in the Belly of his Mother.

I was fent for toopen this Child’s Head, and here is
what was found 1n it.

The Skin which did cover the Skull being ta-
ken off, the Coronalis-bone did appear lying flat up-
on the Sphewoides-bowe, which was the ‘Caufe the
Eyes did look, asif they had been at the top of the
Forehead,

The Squzmmefa part of theTemporal Bones was want-
ing, there being but the Os Petrofum, which was in its
natural place, and in which the Organs of the {enle of
hearing were in the ordinary Order.

There was no Parictal Bones, nor any thing equivas
tent, which likely was the Caufc that the Coronal Bone,
vas {et upon the Sphenoides.

Of the QOccipital Bone, tiicre was but the Bafis which

joincth to the Sphenoides, in the middle whereof was
the great hole, through which the Medula oblongata
commmonly pafleth, all the upper part of this Bone
buing wanting, without any mark of having been
-corroded -or gnawn , the edges of which were ve-
ty fimooth.

All
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All the upper part of the Boncs of the Skull being
wanting ; the Skin had no other fupport but its bafis ,
which was the reafon why the top of the Head was very
unequal and rough.

No Brain at all was found, nor any mark in the whele
extent of the Skull, that there had been any, there
being no fpace left between the Bafis of the Skull
and the Skin to contain it ; there was no Dara mater
neither, the Bones being covered only with a very thin
Membrane.

Neither the Carorides, nor the Pertebrale Arterics did
penetrate the Skull, but by fmall Twigs, {pread in the
thin Membrane.

I did take off the Three upper Pertebra’s of the
Neck ; before T could find the Medulla Spinalis,
the beginning of it being under the Fourth Perre-
bra, like a {mall tump wrap’d up in the Daura ma-
ter; the Medulla was very found, and not bigger
than it is in other Bodies of that Age; all the
Nerves which parted from it were in their Natural Or-
der. :
‘The Eyes were well fhap’d, and all the Parts belong-
ing to them, every onc of their Mulcles were far-
nithed with the ordinary Nerves, the 3d, 4th, sth,
and 6th pair , and the Optick were in their natural Si-
tuation.

Allthefe Nerves did terminate themfelves in the holes
of the Skull, through which they commonly pafs, they
did reach no further, nor had any Communication with
any other,

All the Parts of the Face were natural, with their Muf~
clesand Nerves ; the Tongue was very freth, and doubt-
lefs had performed the Deglutition to make the Child
fwallow the Colliguamentum, of which there wasa good
quantity in his Storvach. 1

The
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The Larinx, and all the parts of the Throat were as
the reft of the Body, in a good and natural Condition as
can be.

I leave to others to explain how this Child could live,
and move fo long, without Brain.

I keep the Bones of that Skull in my Houfe, where
any Body may have a viewof it, to fatisfy their Curi-
ofity, whea they pleafe.

VL Part of 4 Letter from Monf.Geoffroy,F.R.S.
Dated Paris,March 7.1599. NS, 10 Dr.Sloane,
giving an Acconnt of the New Regulations of
the Royal deadeny of Scicnces, at Paris.

" Shall hiere give you an Account of the great Splendour
that the Academie des Sciences has Received by the
Regulations, Incouragement, and Orders, Monl: L'able
Bignon has obtained to it from the King.  That Academy
is now compofed of Ten honorary Academicians, which
are chofen Learned and Eminent Gentlemen ;  of Eighe
Strangers affociates, which are diftinguithed by their
Learning ; Twenty Penfioners Fellows, ‘Fwenty Eleves,
and Twelve French Affociates ; out of the honorary
Academicians, two are Ele&ed cvery Year, one for Pre-
fident, the other for Vice Prefident ; only Tweaty Pen-
fioners have every Year 1500 French Livers ; and after
the Death of one Perfioner, the Academy will propofe
to the King Three Perfons Allociates, or Eleves, or fome-
times others ; and his Majelty will call one of the Three
for Penfioner.

Here is the Catalogue of the Academicians, the Names
of honorary and Strangers Aflociates, who are difpofed
by order of Reception; but the others are diftributed in-
ro Claffes, intowhich the Academy isdivided.

Academiciens



